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when the latter enjoyed complete ascendancy in the affairs of
the State. He thought of appointing Da'ud Khan Panni as
his deputy in the Deccan, and himself remaining in the capi-
tal, and making an agreement with the latter for the annual
payments as Zulfiqar Khan had done before him. The Em-
peror, under the influence of his advisers, did not approve
of this scheme. This difference of opinion caused such a great
measure of heart-burning that the Sayyid brothers refrained
from attending the Court and adopted an attitude of defiance
towards the Imperial authority. The Empress-mother, well
known for her prudence and foresight, came to know of the
deadlock. She paid a visit to Qutbu'1-Mulk, the Prime
Minister, and succeeded in effecting a reconciliation between
him and the Emperor. After long negotiations between the two
parties, it was finally decided to end the state of continuous
friction by sending Husain €Ali Khan to the Deccan and
Mir Jumla to the Subedari of Patna.1
Under these circumstances, Husain eAli Khan^set out for
the Deccan on 4th April 1715, by way of Ajmer. In his last
audience, he is reported to have declared plainly to the Em-
peror that if anything untoward happened to his brother, or if
the agreement was not properly observed, His Majesty might
rest assured to find him in the capital within twenty days.
Before starting for the Deccan he also took the power to
appoint or dismiss civil officials and to transfer Qil'idars
at his discretion. No sooner did Husain 'AH Khan leave the
capital than the Emperor and the Court party started intri-
guing against him. A letter was despatched to Da'ud Khan
Panni, in the name of the Emperor, directing him to assume
charge of the Government of Khandesh and destroy Husain
'All Khan and his army. Hope was also held out to him that,
if he succeeded in destroying the Amlru'l-Umara, he would
be made Subedar of the six provinces of the Deccan, a prize
worth fighting for/ Da'ud Khan Panni, being in no way less
ambitious than his rival, reached Burhanpur by forced marches
and assumed the function of viceroyalty.
When the Amiru'l-Umara reached Akbarpur, he received
intelligence of the designs of Da'ud Khan Panni. He sent him
a message saying that, as the Subedar! of the Deccan had
1 Hadiqatu'l-*Ilam, vol. II, p. 80.

